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Stories behind ‘publication numbers’
Highlight Visibility & Research Impact

Objective
Looking beyond 'publication counts' the most common 
measure of research productivity, to ask, "What is the Story?"

The “DIG Deep” Methodology
Searches for publications affiliated to KK Women's and 
Children's Hospital (KKH) in journals indexed in Web of 
Science and MEDLINE were limited to Jan-Dec 2013. 
Results were imported to EndNote. Full-text  records in 
EndNote were checked to confirm that at least one author was 
affiliated to KKH. Impact factors (IFs) for journals in which KKH 
papers were published were retrieved from ISI Journal Citation 
Reports 2013. 
An Access database was created to collect data on Authors, 
Specialty, Department, Articles, Journals, IFs and Types of 
Publication.

Design search strategy

Import results into EndNote

Grow Access database
 repository

Results
A whopping 77% more publications!

Before and after DIG Deep implementation

Out of 262 KKH authors, the top 10% wrote 4-16 papers each
50% were Original Articles, 25% Abstracts
62% comprised First Authored papers

40% of articles were published in journals with IF < 2
40% of articles were published in journals with IF 2-5
13% of articles were published in journals with IF > 5

Impact factor (IF) of an academic journal is a measure reflecting the average number of citations to 
recent articles published in the journal. It is frequently used as a proxy for the relative number of citations 
to recent articles published in the journal.

Conclusion
Medical Librarian's DIG Deep methodology tells stories on 
performance:
● Publication Types
-  Research vs. Review
-  Peer-reviewed vs. others

● Author Ranking
● Number of Authors
● Subject foci based on publications
● Grant acknowledgements represented by publications

Impact can be assessed on various levels:
● Individual
● Research group
● Specific  grant or award
● Department or division
● Program
● Research centre or Consortium

 Stories publication data tell can be used for
● Grants applications and renewals
● Promotion
● Institutional reporting
● Reputation/Prestige in the field

The h-index quantifies an individual's scientific research output.
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