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BACKGROUND

One of the best practices for reducing chemical risks is to reduce the
storage quantity. This is in line with many local regulatory requirements,
where the storage quantities of hazardous chemicals are restricted to the
amount granted by a licence or permit.

SingHealth introduced a new e-Procurement platform in 2016. During the
early planning stage, Office of Biosafety was invited by Group
Procurement Office to work on integration of a feature in the new system
to monitor procurement of regulated chemicals.
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AlM

 To monitor the storage quantities of chemicals stored at workplaces
 To ensure the workplace is suitable for the storage of such chemicals
 To ensure compliance with the regulatory requirements

 To assist procurement personnel in identifying regulated chemicals
 To do all the above with minimal disruption to the users

How does the system identify if a chemical is regulated?
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What does the safety officer check?

What if regulatory requirements are not met?

CONCLUSION

The feature was leveraged upon what was primarily a procurement tool
and thus had some minor limitations. However, this feature is but one
of the many control measures that forms part of a more holistic
chemical risk management system, which include other monitoring
methods like site inspections and inventory audits.

In summary, the feature is user-friendly, imposed almost no disruption
to the users and has undoubtedly proven to be very effective.
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